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A  STATEMENT 

Concerning  the  recent  interference  of  M.  W.  G.  M.,  S.  Stacker 
Williams,  with  the  election  and  installation  of  officers  of  Co¬ 
shocton  Lodge  No.  96,  F.  &  A.  M. 


Greeting: 


To  the  Worshipful  Master) 

Wardens  and  Brethren  of  Co-> 
shocton  Lodge  No.  96,  F.  &.  A.  M .) 

Your  committee  appointed  at  the  last  regular  communication  ot  Coshocton  Lodge  No.  96,  F.  <S: 
to  wit  •  Tanuarv  27th,  1S8S,  to  draft  and  prepare  a  statement  and  resolutions,  setting  forth  the  recent  action  o 

. 1  Afoeter'n  sitfirUor  Williams’  interference  with  the  installation  ot  the  officers  ot  said  lodge  on  Dec.  27th, 

feeling  of  this  lodge  thereto,  beg 


A.  M.. 


1887,  and  the  subsequent  action  of  this  lodge  thereon,  and  the  sense  and 

1UlVtAt  a  regular  communication  of  this  lodge  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  Dec.  23d,  1SS7,— it  being  the  evening 
fixed  by  the’bv-laws  of  this  lodge  for  that  pm  pose— the  lodge  was  opened  111  due  form,  and,  at  ie  P’opei 
time,  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  held.  Bro.  Lewis  DeMoss  was  chosen  W.  M.;  Bio  G.  b. 
Tied  wav  Sr  W  ;  Bro.  E.  McDonald,  |r.  W.;  Bro.  E.  C.  Carr,  treasurer;  Bro.  M.  \  •  Boaul,  Secy.,  etc.,  etc., 
the  above  brethren  having  each  received  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  votes  cast  ihe  greatest  ha»n«nj 


prevailed  tliroooljout  the  oroeeedinjs.  and  the  hrftlu.-i.  ernreratnhite,]  .  I bein-el ves  lha.  after  a  .nrot^l 

effort  of  more  than  ten  years,  they  had  at  last  obtained  the  consent  of  Bro.  DeMoss  to  accept  the  East,  many 
of  them  remembering,  with  deepest  satisfaction,  how,  years  ago,  for  fifteen  years  he  had  so  nobly  presided 
over  the  deliberations  of  old  Roseoe  Lodge,  No.  190.  The  election  of  the  other  brethren  was  also  regarded 
as  very  wise  and  fortunate  selections,  and  an  earnest  of  the  future  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  lodge.  The 
evening  of  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Dec.  27th,  1887,  was  named  by  the  lodge  as  the  night  for 
the  installation  and  Bros.  Mershon,  of  Zanesville,  and  Shriglev.  of  Coshocton,  were  invited  to  perform  the 
ceremony.  The  Lodge  then  adjourned  with  the  heartiest  good  feeling  and  satisfaction  amongst  the  brethren. 

Before  the  night  for  installation  arrived  it  was  at  first  whispered  and  finally  proclaimed  that  the  Grand 
Master  would  not  allow  the  installation  to  proceed.  When  the  night  came  the  lodge  was  opened  up  in  due 
form  bv  Bro.  R.  Powelson,  Sr.  W.,  (the  W.  M.,  G.  G.  Ridgely,  being  confined  at  home  by  sickness).  Bro. 
D.  C.  Winegarner,  of  Newark.  O..  being  present,  was  placed  in  the  East  by  the  Sr.W.  and  assumed  the  gavel 
and  jewel.  Bro.  Winegarner  produced  a  proxy  of  the  Grand  Master  and  claimed  the  power  as  proxy  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  set  aside  the  election  of  the  \V.  M.,  Sr.  W.,  Jr.  W.,  Secy,  and  Trcas. -elect,  on  the  ground 
that  these  brethren,  as  he  claimed ,  though  no  evidence  of  the  claim  was  offered,  were  members  of  an  organ¬ 
ization  known  as  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  U.  S.  of  A.,  their  Territories  and  Dependencies, 
otherwise  known  as  the  Cerneau  Rite,  and  declared  the  election  set  aside  as  to  those  officers,  and  ordered  a 
new  election  to  be  held  on  Frida}'  evening,  Jan.  13th,  1SS8,  to  fill  the  vacancies.  At  this  juncture  Bro.  Judge 
John  D.  Nicholas  arose  and  addressed  the  W.  M.,  and  asked  permission  to  ask  a  question,  which  permission 
was  granted  by  the  W.  M.,  when  the  brother  proceeded  as  follows: 

“  I  arise  to  ask  a  question,  in  order  that  I  may  know  how  to  act  intelligently.  I  have  been  a  member  of 
this  lodge  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  am  among  the  oldest,  if  not  the  very  oldest  member,  certainly  the 
oldest  present  to-night.  During  that  long  period  of  more  than  forty  years  there  have  been  many  Grand 
Masters,  not  one  of  whom  ever  assumed  such  extraordinary  powers  as  is  attempted  to  be  exercised  here  to¬ 
night.  1  therefore  most  respectfully  ask  whence  is  this  most  extraordinary  power  derived?  It  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Grand  Lodge,  copies  of  which  have  been  sent  us  and  I  have  read  them. 
If,  however,  it  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  constitutions,  by-laws,  decisions  or  codes  of  Masonry,  and  you  will 
point  it  out,  I  am  ready  to  bow  in  humble  submission,  and  on  my  knees  apologize  to  you,  and  use  all  the  in¬ 
fluence  1  may  possess  to  induce  my  friCndsymi/I  brethren  to  do  likewise.  But  if  that  power  is  not  to  be  found 
there  and  you  will  not  point  it  out,  I  will \*£ver  submit  to  such  usurpation  of  power.” 

Bro.  Winegarner’ s  answer  to  Bro.  Nicholas  was,  “  Bro.  Nicholas,  your  question  is  entirely  out  of  order. 
The  Grand  Master  is  the  lazu."  To  which  Bro.  Nicholas  replied,  “  Where  is  the  authority  for  such  a  claim?” 
To  which  Bro.  Winegarner  replied  that  ‘‘the  Grand  Master  claimed  the  authority.”  Bro.  Nicholas  then  re¬ 
plied  that  “the  assumption  of  unwarranted  authority  was  but  the  evidence  of  arrogance  and  not  proof  of  the 
claim.”  Bro.  Nicholas  then  moved  that  the  lodge  proceed  with  the  installation.  Bro.  Winegarner  immediately 
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sprang  to  His  feet,  declared  the  motion  out  of  order  and  the  lodge  closed, and  called  upon  all  brethren  loyal  (?) 
to  the  Grand  Master  to  leave  the  lodge.  He,  together  with  8  or  9  others,  visitors  and  members,  fled  precip¬ 
itately  from  the  hall,  leaving  some  forty  to  fifty  brethren  in  the  hall  until  a  late  hour,  inquiring  of  each  other 
the  causes  of  this  sudden  retreat,  and  discussing  the  infamous  outrage  perpetrated  upon  our  rights  as  Masons 
and  members  of  Coshocton  Lodge. 

Before  the  night  appointed  by  Bro.  Winegarner,  as  proxy  of  the  Grand  Master,  for  the  new  election  of 
officers,  arrived,  after  the  most  careful  deliberation  and  thorough  discussion  of  our  situation,  and  when  no 
other  plan  could  he  devised  whereby  our  rights  as  men  and  Masons  could  he  saved  to  us,  we  reluctantly  con¬ 
sented  to  ask  at  the  hands  of  the  Courts  their  protection,  which  after  careful  examination  of  the  whole  sub¬ 
ject,  was  unhesitatingly  granted,  and  a  temporary  writ.was  issued  enjoining  the  Grand  Master,  the  Wardens 
of  our  lodge  and  others  in  the  conspiracy  from  interfering  with  the  installation. 

When  the  night  appointed,  as  before  stated,  by  Bro.  Wingearner  for  the  new  election  arrived,  it  being  the 
last  night  on  which  installation  could  be  legally  held,  and  the  night  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master’s  Proxy 
for  the  new  election,  it  was  discovered  that  a  further  conspiracy  had  been  entered  into  between  the  Grand 
Master  and  Wardens  of  our  lodge  and  others,  in  the  very  face  of  the  restraining  order  of  the  Court,  that  the 
Wardens,  together  with  the  Grand  Master,  who  was  at  the  time  in  the  city,  should  absent  themselves  from 
the  lodge,  so  that  by  reason  thereof and  of  the  fact  that  W.  M.,  Ridgely,  was  still  too  ill  to  he  present,  no  legal 
installation  could  take  place,  as  no  legal  lodge  could  be  opened.  After  an  hour  and  a  half  of  diligent  search 
for  the  Wardens  by  the  members  of  the  lodge,  the  Sr.  W.  was  found  on  a  back  street,  wending  his  way 
homeward,  lie  was  hailed,  notified  of  the  true  situation,  and  requested  to  return  and  open  the  lodge,  that 
the  installation  might  proceed.  After  protesting  that  the  Grand  Master  would  deprive  him  of  all  his  Masonic 
rights  if  he  granted  our  request,  he  was  finally  prevailed  upon  to  return.  lie  did  return,  opened  the  lodge, 
called  upon  Bro.  J.  G.  Mitchell.  Past  Master  of  Newark,  O.  to  install  the  officers,  which  Bro.  Mitchell  did, 
the  Sr.  W.  remaining  in  the  lodge  until  the  W.  M. -elect  was  duly  installed  and  placed  in  the  East,  after  which 
he  retired. 

Since  the  last  meeting  referred  to  we  are  informed  the  Grand  Master  has  instructed  those  whom  he  is 
pleased  to  charcterize  as  loyal  not  to  recognize  our  lodge  as  legal,  which  instruction  a  half-dozen  of  the 
brethren  seem  disposed  to  obey. 

The  above  is  a  condensed  statement  of  the  facts  attending  our  recent  election,  installation,  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  events  thereof. 

Whekefore,  Be  it  Resolved  By  Coshocton  Lodge  No.  96,  F.  &  A.  M.,  that  this  lodge  recognizes  but 
three  degrees  in  Masonry  and  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  any  other  so-called  higher  degrees. . 

That  in  the  aforesaid  action  of  the  Grand  Master,  this  lodge  recognizes  a  ridiculous  assumption  of  power 
unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  by-laws,  usages  or  land-marks  of  pure  Masonry,  a  reckless  prostitution  of 
~rrfe Tjuic  image  to  die  base  purpOJ 
ports  to  confer  certain  so-called  hi 
un- Masonic  and  unholy  course. 

That  in  this  lodge,  where  during  all  the  years  of  the  last  1 
and  contentment,  the  present  Grand  Master  has  sown  and  rea 
tent,  and  has  arrayed  brother  against  brother. 

That  the  Blue  Lodge  is  for  Master  Masons,  and  not  a  laundry  in  which  to  wash  the  soiled  linen  of  so- 
called  higher  Masonic  degrees. 

I  hat  the  injection  of  outside  matters  into  it  cannot  but  produce  discord  and  Masonic  confusion. 

That  whosoever  will  so  far  forget  his  Masonic  obligations  and  duties  as  to  prostitute  it  to  further  his  own 
selfish  purposes  is  unworthy  to  he  its  most  humble  member,  much  less  its  most  exalted  head. 

I  hat  a  Giand  Mastei  has  no  authoiity  to  declare  an  act  of  a  brother  un-Masonic,  which  does  not  conflict 
with  the  Masonic  duties  or  obligations  of  that  brother,  until  such  a  time,  at  least,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall 
declare  that  act  un-Masonic. 

That  the  Grand  Master  has  no  authority  to  invade  a  lodge,  charge  a  brother  with  a  peculiar  kind  of  un- 
Masonic  conduct  which  renders  him  ineligible  to  hold  an  office  to  which  he  has  been  legally  elected,  convict 
him  of  that  charge  without  a  hearing,  and  end  by  setting  aside  his  election. 

That  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  setting  aside  the  election  of  the  brethren  above  referred  to,  for 
conduct  which  did  not  conflict  with  any  obligations  taken  by  them  or  either  of  them,  and  which  was  not  in 
violation  ot  the  constitution,  by-laws  or  any  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  without  giving  to  said  brethren 
an  opportunity  to  defend  themselves  against  the  said  charges,  but  convicting  them  without  a  trial,  is  un-Ma¬ 
sonic  and  un-American,  and  challenges  the  just  condemnation  of  all  good  Masons. 

1  hat  it  he  may  pursue  this  course,  he  may  fill  the  Grand  Lodge  with  his  own  creatures  by  keeping  out 
only  such  as  suit  his  own  ideas  and  purposes,  and  thus  perpetuate  himself  as  Grand  Master  during  his^own 
pleasure. 

1  hat  we  are,  as  we  have  ever  been,  faithful  and  loyal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  true  Masonrv  everywhere 
and  we  appeal  to  the  noble  army  of  Master  Masons  of  the  State  to  protect  our  Masonic  altar  from  the  in¬ 
vasions  and  ravages  of  so-called  higher  degrees  in  Masonry. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  he  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  lodge. 

That  a  copy  of  this  statement  and  the  resolutions  be  printed  and  sent  by  the  secretary,  under  the  seal  of 
the  lodge,  to  the  Grand  Master  and  to  every  lodge  in  the  State. 

At  a  stated  communication  of  Coshocton  Lodge  No.  96,  F.  &  A.  M  ,  held  in  their  hall  on  Friday  evening, 
Feb.  10th,  18S8,  the  following  was  unanimously  adopted  as  the  sense  of  the  lodge. 

M.  V.  BOARD,  *  LEWIS  DeMOSS, 

Secretary.  Worshipf  ul  blaster. 


naif  century  there  has  dwelt  peace,  brotherlv-love 
ped  the  seeds  ot  strife,  bitterness  and  discon- 


'C*  or  budding  up  an  institution  ot  which  lie  is  a  member,  and  which  pur- 
gher  degrees  in  Masonry,  even  though  he  wreck  the  Blue  Lodge  by  his 


